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Agenda

• AASCU

• HEA Reauthorization

• Legislation



About 
AASCU 

• 400 presidents/chancellors of 
public universities & systems

• Emphasis: undergraduate 
education, teacher preparation, 
college access, student success, 
institutional leadership

• Federal lobbying and 
federal/state/institutional policy 
leadership

• Only D.C. higher ed association 
with state policy focus in 
addition to federal focus

• Leadership/professional 
programming for CEOs, CAOs, 
Government Relations, 
Communications, International 
Affairs





AASCU’s Grant Resource Center

• Established in 1967 as a not-for-profit 
premium service of the American Association 
of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU), 
GRC membership is open to public and private 
higher education institutions that offer four-
year and graduate degrees.









HEA Reauthorization



Background

• 12 years and counting (2008)

• Efforts on-going in House and Senate

• Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-TN) is retiring

• FUTURE Act impact – FAFSA Simplification

• Priorities:

– Affordability

– Accountability

– MSIs



A more challenging environment:

1. Change in profile of students going to college,

2. the amount of family income needed to pay the 
full cost of attendance,

3. the rising need for a postsecondary credential to 
compete in the U.S. job market.



The Higher Education Act (HEA)

• College Affordability Act, H.R. 4674, passed the House 
Education and Labor Committee on a party-line vote on 
October 30th

• There were a small number of modifications to the draft 
unveiled in mid-October, most notably:
– Pell boosted by $625 rather than $500

– Grad student eligibility for in-school subsidy restored

• Chairman Scott has indicated his intention to have the bill on 
the floor by the end of this session, although the number of 
remaining legislative days and a full agenda may push this 
back to early next year



AASCU Concerns

• The bill has a long list of features that AASCU supports

• But it also includes significant items of concern for us:
– America’s College Promise (free CC) will disrupt the entire public 

sector

– The bill’s educator preparation provisions need significant overhaul 
to address the veritable crisis of teacher/educator shortages in the 
nation’s P-12 system

– A number of the bill’s financing features—
• short-term Pell

• grad Pell

• inaction on rates, etc.

—are problematic and need further study and analysis to assess likely impact

– Accreditation remains challenging



Senate HEA

• Chairman Alexander & Ranking Member 
Murray.

– Negotiations “continue”

• Not likely to be completed

• Continued expansion of Pell

– $100 increase = $800 million

• No resolution on Title IX & live hearings

• Congressional calendar not helpful



HACU/HSI Priorities

• HERE Act

• Title II of the Higher Education Act

• Capital Financing Program for HSIs

– provide low-cost capital to finance improvements 
to the infrastructure.

• Uses of endowment income for student aid



• Proposes a new grant program, authorized at 
$150 million, under Title V of the Higher 
Education Act. 

• Introduced by: Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-TX).

• Focused on collaborative potential of the PK-
12 and the higher education systems.



HERE Act

• The program would provide support for several activities 
between HSIs and school districts, including:
– Creating a college-going culture among eligible students;

– Providing academic support to prepare students for postsecondary 
education, prevent the need for postsecondary remediation, and, if 
necessary, provide high quality postsecondary remediation;

– Supporting eligible students through the college application and 
transition process;

– Addressing non-academic needs that serve as barriers to college 
enrollment, persistence, and completion.



HACUAdvocates.net



Other Important Issues

• We are still awaiting final Title IX regulations

• SCOTUS will issue ruling on DACA before the end of this term, setting in 
motion a legislative frenzy to prevent mass deportations

• Late last year, by a 5-4 majority, SCOTUS ruled in favor of the 
Administration’s “public charge” regulations denying permanent resident 
status to otherwise eligible low-income applicants

• There have been several reported cases of CBP detaining and deporting 
Iranian students with valid student visas, in at least one case, in defiance 
of court order.
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