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How? 

Interviews

• 24

• Colleges 

(8) 

• Partners

Partners

• 23

• Chart

• Pathways 

Work

Themes for definition * highlights from 

interviews* Work in Pathways
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Ensure Students Are Learning: Tools



1. Video Clips of faculty discussing ensure 
students are learning teaching strategies

2. Narratives of faculty giving examples how they engage in ensure 
students are learning teaching strategies in the classroom

3. Web-based tools for faculty and colleges to promote guided 
pathways ensure students are learning components

Ensure Students Are Learning: Tools



Ensure Students Are Learning

Video Clips 

• Interviews were conducted with award-winning faculty at the 

NISOD conference in May, 2019.

• The interviews have resulted in 75-100 potential video clips to be 

posted on the Center’s website.



Ensure Students Are Learning: Video Clips 



Ensure Students Are Learning: Video Clips 
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Ensure Students Are Learning

Narratives

• Five items about innovative teaching practices were added to the 

Community College Faculty Survey of Student Engagement  

(CCFSSE) 2018

• Presidents at 40 participating colleges gave permission

to contact their faculty for follow-up interviews 

• 202 interviews were conducted with faculty from 30 colleges

• The interviews have resulted in approximately 275 potential 

narratives 

to be posted on the Center’s website





Ensure Students Are Learning

Coding of the Narratives and Video Clips

Based on the revised definition for Pillar Four, Center staff 

developed codes in five areas for the narratives and video clips:

❑Applied learning experiences

❑Student engagement

❑High-impact teaching practices*

❑Equity-minded, asset-based teaching

❑Assessment of learning 



Ensure Students Are Learning

Coding of the Narratives and Video Clips

*Sub-categories for the high-impact teaching practices were 

developed based on the Center’s list of HIPs and AAC&U’s list 

of HIPs.



Ensure Students Are Learning

High-Impact Teaching Practices Sub-Codes

❑Alert and intervention

❑Tutoring

❑Supplemental instruction

❑Writing intensity

❑Collaborative assignments and projects

❑Research experience

❑ePortfolios

❑Service learning

❑Internships

❑Capstone projects



Ensure Students Are Learning
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The Tools and Resources Website-What’s Coming Next?

• Landing page 1) explaining how to navigate site, 2) connecting 

site to foundational information about guided pathways, and 3) 

placing teaching and learning into the context of guided 

pathways

• Definitions for all codes

• Equity-based tools

• Use case examples for faculty and others

• Links to other organizations’ tools 



Ensure Students Are Learning

Ensure Students Are 

Learning Web Tools and 

Resources Finalized

Fall 

2020



Strengthening Guided Pathways and 
Career Success by 

Ensuring Students are Learning

Partnership with the Center for Community College Student Engagement



To work collaboratively with faculty to improve 
learning and quality in pathways programs to help 
students understand defined credential competencies 
and the alignment with employability skills and 
competencies.

Project Goals



To contribute to a research-based, scalable model 
for the ensuring students are learning component of 
the Guided Pathways framework and a set of 
professional development tools for institutions to 
achieve the stated outcomes for measuring student 
learning and success.

Project Goals



To develop a research design for studying the effects 
of this model on teaching and learning outcomes 
within the guided pathways framework at the 
institutional level.

Project Goals



Amarillo College
Chattanooga State Community 

College
Community College of Baltimore 

County 
Crafton Hills College

Finger Lakes Community College
Houston Community College

Indian River State College
Kapi’olani Community College

Kilgore College
Miami Dade College

Strengthening Guided Pathways and Career 
Success by Ensuring Students are Learning

Middlesex Community College
Monroe Community College

Northeast Wisconsin Technical 
College

Palo Alto College
Salt Lake Community College

San Antonio College
San Jacinto College
South Texas College

St. Petersburg College
Waubonsee Community College



Key Project Activities and Deliverables

• AAC&U’s Institute on High-Impact Practices & 

Student Success

• Baseline Assessment of Core Components

• Evaluation and Structured Interviews by CCCSE

• VALUE Institute

• Teaching, Learning and Assessment Framework 

• Professional Development Resources



www.aacu.org/valueinstitute, or email 
valueinstitute@aacu.org 



VALUE Approach to Assessment

VALUE rubrics answer the need for 
measuring the development and 
application of the essential 
learning outcomes that college 
graduates need to be productive 
in work and in citizenship over 
time

The VALUE rubrics are available 
for download – at no cost – on 
the AAC&U website 
(https://www.aacu.org/value)

https://www.aacu.org/value


List of VALUE Rubrics 

▪ Knowledge of Human Cultures & 
the Physical & Natural Worlds
 Content Areas →No Rubrics

▪ Intellectual and Practical Skills
 Inquiry & Analysis
 Critical Thinking
 Creative Thinking
 Written Communication
 Oral Communication
 Reading
 Quantitative Literacy
 Information Literacy
 Teamwork
 Problem-solving

▪ Personal & Social 
Responsibility
 Civic Knowledge & Engagement
 Intercultural Knowledge & 

Competence
 Ethical Reasoning
 Foundations & Skills for Lifelong 

Learning
 Global Learning

▪ Integrative & Applied Learning
 Integrative & Applied Learning



• Sampling plan development

• Submission guidance

• Online scorer training 

• Double scoring of artifacts

• Disaggregated data – race/ethnicity, 1st-gen, Pell 

Eligible, gender, age to address equity questions

• Aggregate reports for context and comparison

VALUE Institute



• Written Communication

• Quantitative Reasoning

• Critical Thinking

• Civic Engagement

• Ethical Reasoning

• Global Learning

• Intercultural Knowledge and Competence

VALUE Institute



VALUE Institute 

Report : 

Disaggregated 

data from 2017-

2018 cohort of 2-

year institutions

https://aacu.app.box.com/s/kel6dn0tuk7e0q9odgmrh8034frl08xh



