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About 
AASCU 

• 400 presidents/chancellors of 
public universities & systems

• Emphasis: undergraduate 
education, teacher preparation, 
college access, student success, 
institutional leadership

• Federal lobbying and 
federal/state/institutional policy 
leadership

• Only D.C. higher ed association 
with state policy focus in 
addition to federal focus

• Leadership/professional 
programming for CEOs, CAOs, 
Government Relations, 
Communications, International 
Affairs





AASCU’s Grant Resource Center

• Established in 1967 as a not-for-profit 
premium service of the American Association 
of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU), 
GRC membership is open to public and private 
higher education institutions that offer four-
year and graduate degrees.









Federal Budget



$4,789.7 Trillion

$713.5 Billion

$724.7 B

$1,091.6 T

Medicare: $693.9 B
Medicaid: $447.2 B

$376.2 B







Threat for 2020: Non-Defense Discretionary 
Spending Cap Drops $55 billion
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FY 2020 Appropriations Update

• The President signed final Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 appropriations package,(H.R. 
1865) it into law on December 20, 2019. 

• The bill will fund the U.S. Department of Education (ED) overall at $72.8 
billon, $1.3 billion above FY2019. Of note, the bill provides:

– An $150 increase to the maximum Pell Grant, bringing the maximum award to $6,345 for 
the 2020-2021 award year

– A $30 million increase for the Federal TRIO programs

– A $5 million increase for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs (GEAR UP)

– Increases in funding for Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), Hispanic-
Serving Institutions (HSIs) and other Minority-Serving Institutions (MSIs) 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1865/text


FY 2020 Appropriations Update

• Department of Education

– Title V – Part A: $143,081,000

– Title V –Part B: $12,838,000

– HSI STEM & Articulation Program: $94,100,000*

• Department of Agriculture

– HSIs Education Grants: $11,200,000

• National Science Foundation

– Improving Undergraduate STEM Ed: $45,000,000



2021 Appropriations Process 

• The Administration released its budget request on 
February 10th.

• Major student aid programs would be flat-funded and 
cuts or mergers (as in most programs under Titles III and 
V) are proposed.

• Funding the US-Mexico border wall remains a priority, 
with the Overseas Contingency Operations the likely 
source of new funds for building the wall.

• As in previous years, Congress is unlikely to adopt most of 
the Administration’s proposals.



Program Consolidation

• Consolidate most institutional development 
grant programs in HEA Title III & all HEA Title V 
grant programs into a single formula-based 
allocation.

• Would combine funding for:
• Hispanic-Serving Institutions

• Alaska Native & Native Hawaiian-Serving Institutions

• Asian American- & Native Am. Pcfic Islndr-Serving Insts.

• Predominantly Black Institutions

• Native American-Serving Nontribal Institutions



Legislation



Permanent Authority: Title III – Part  F



HEA Title III – Part F

• The President signed the FUTURE Act into law on 
December 19, 2019.

• A Senate bipartisan agreement was reached in 
December to provide permanent funding for HEA 
Title III, Part F programs.

• The amended bill—Fostering Undergraduate Talent 
by Unlocking Resources for Education (FUTURE) 
Act—provides mandatory funding for STEM, 
completion, and infrastructure programs at eligible 
MSIs.



HEA Title III – Part F

• The agreement, modeled on legislation by 
Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Chair of the 
Senate HELP Committee, offsets the $2.5 
billion cost of the program by allowing data-
matches between the IRS and FSA



FUTURE Act

• The bill authorizes the IRS to disclose certain tax data to FSA 
for purposes of:

– Simplifying FAFSA completion

– Repayment of student loans under IBR

– Monitoring of total and permanent disability claims



Other Important Issues

• We are still awaiting final Title IX regulations.

• SCOTUS will issue ruling on DACA before the end of this judicial term.

• Last month, by a 5-4 majority, SCOTUS ruled in favor of the 
Administration’s “public charge” regulations denying permanent resident 
status to otherwise eligible low-income applicants.

• HEA Reauthorization still pending.



What can you do?



HSIs Wall of Pride

• Want to Join the Wall of Pride?

• Visit: 
hacuadvocates.net/wallofpride





Contact & Questions

Luis Maldonado
Vice President of Government Relations and Policy Analysis,
AASCU maldonadol@aascu.org

Twitter: @aascupolicy

mailto:maldonadol@aascu.org


Contact Us

• For membership information, contact us at 

202-478-7810 or

GRCmembership@aascu.org

mailto:GRCmembership@aascu.org

